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J January  27 - March 14  2014

Dear Parents, 

Our next Primary Years Programme Unit of Inquiry is How the World Works and 
involves studying the Earth, how it has formed over time & is still changing.

CENTRAL IDEA:
The surface of the Earth has formed over time and is still changing

AN INQUIRY INTO:
1 How the different components of the Earth are interrelated 

2 How Earth's surface changes 

3 Why the Earth changes

TEACHER QUESTIONS:
1. How has the Earth formed?
2. How does the Earth change? 
3. How can we use the scientific process to understand how the world works?

In order to make this a truly rich unit, we encourage all parents to discuss this unit at 
home. Some things to try:
•	
Look around your own garden or in your housing area and see what you notice.  This is a 
great time for students to practice making observations and recording them in a journal.  

•	
Take a family walk outside, perhaps visiting one of Beijing’s parks. Discuss as a family if 
you believe you can observe any signs of weathering. How has the environment changed 
due to erosion?

•	
Consider how the landforms in Beijing are similar or different to the landforms in your 
home country. Why is it similar or different?

•	
Look closely at the rocks and soil you might encounter. Consider: Why are the rocks 
shaped the way that they are?  What is the soil like? Is it rocky, fine, sandy?

The Grade 3 Teachers
Ms Kelly, Ms Josie, Ms Favilli, Mrs B., Mr. Zachary, Ms Sharon & Ms Julie

How the World Works



2

English	

The writing focus for the ‘How 
the World Works’ unit is 
explanations. Students will be 
focusing on reading and writing 
texts that explain. 

Mathematics 

In Math we are continuing our 
work with subtraction, in 
addition to working on choosing 
the correct number operation to 
solve problems, exploring 
measurement, and creating time 
lines for the Earth.

We will also be doing some 
practical measuring activities 
related to the unit. 

Unit of Inquiry Vocabulary
This is a list of some of 
the vocabulary that will 
be used in class during 
this unit. You might want 
to review this list in your 
child’s mother tongue. 
Even if your child is fluent 
in English, understanding 
the vocabulary in more 
than one language 
furthers his or her 
learning and encourages 
him or her to make 
broader connections.

Unit of Inquiry 
Vocabulary
core
crust
earth
mantle
cyclone
weather
disaster
continent
component
mineral
crater
plates
current
paleontology

mountain
tsunami
drought
earthquake
Earth
erosion
coastline
feature
formation
era
fossil
humus
natural
volcano
island
geyser
desert
plateau
dunes
waterfall
river
tectonics
glacier
continents
mantle
geology
molten
rocks
lava
changing
layers
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Single Subjects
Physical Education

We are coming to the end of our 'Striking Games - T-Ball' unit. The 
students have worked hard to improve their throwing, catching and 
striking skills. We also developed an understanding of the offensive and 
defensive strategies used in the game of T-Ball. This unit will finish on 
Wednesday 29th January. 
Our next unit in Grade 3 P.E. is titled 'Health Related Fitness'. This 
unit will start after the Chinese New Year break. In this unit students 
will focus on understanding and training different types of fitness. They 
will be completing some simple fitness tests, setting goals and 
designing their own stations in a fitness circuit. 

Swimming - Block Two
Many people are asking about swimming and when this starts again. The second block of swimming 
for Grade 3 will begin the week of Monday 17th March and run through until the end of the school 
year.

Visual Arts
As we finish up our Abstract Expressionism/Mark Rothko unit in Visual 
Arts, we are thinking ahead to our next unit, which is all about insects. 
In preparation for the sculptural part of the unit we would like to ask 
for donations of baubles, bangles and beads that we might use when 
making creepy crawlies. If you have any suitable unwanted jewellery at 
home please feel free to send it to the art room where it will be 
repurposed! Reduce, re-use, recycle!

Performing Arts 
In performing arts, in addition to recorders, we have been exploring 
different forms of drama. We discovered how to effectively portray a 
different character through changing things such as our voices and 
movement. We will also touch on a type of drama called tableau. 
Students will learn how silence and stillness can be an effective tool of 
communication. We will explore a variety of landforms using 
tableau. Also, please make sure to mark your calendars, our Grade 3 
Arts Show will be here before you know it! The Grade 3 Arts Show is 
Wednesday, March 26 at 5:30 p.m. in the Founders' Theatre. More 
information will be sent home via WAB Weekly closer to the event.
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Dutch Language 

The Dutch class will focus on learning the names of the 
Dutch/Belgian provinces and their capital cities. We will 
inquire different types of landscapes and specifically how 
farmers are using their land to produce food. At the end of 
this units students will share on their blog the connections 
between food they like and where it's produced.

http://www.topomania.net/
http://www.topomania.net/
http://www.topomania.net/
http://www.topomania.net/
https://www.natuurmonumenten.nl/aflevering/nieuw-land-nieuwe-natuur?gclid=CO-389PrlbwCFfFz4godjR0ALg
https://www.natuurmonumenten.nl/aflevering/nieuw-land-nieuwe-natuur?gclid=CO-389PrlbwCFfFz4godjR0ALg

